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PRESENT 


Chairman 
Paul Entwistle 
Councillors:
Pauline Bamber
Matthew Greaves
Barry Probin

John Green



Martin Stewart
Maureen Entwistle




Apologies were received from Councillor Daniel Guise

County and City Councillors: None attended
Mr Dave Mills (Parish Clerk)

10 members of the public as detailed on the attendance log.

1 APOLOGIES

Concillor Daniel Guise provided his apologies for the meeting.

2 APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES 
26/27 001 The Parish Council approved the minutes of the meeting on 16th March and the Chairman signed the minutes as a true record.
3 TO ACCEPT DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS AND TO CONSIDER ANY WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
There were no requests for dispensations.
4 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 
(a) Sophie Holland the chair of the Catforth Primary School Parent Teachers Association attended the meeting to pass on thanks from the PTA, the Headteacher for the donations from the Parish Council to fund improvements to the school and the provision of 10 Ipads.  Letters of thanks also delivered from the schoolchildren and the School Governors also passed on their thanks.

The chairman responded that the Council was happy to support such a worthy cause that will benefit a large number of children across the Parish.

(b) Representatives from St Annes Church Woodplumpton, presented information related to their request for a grant, which is recorded in item 5, below.

(c) A complaint was received about pavement parking in Woodplumpton.  The Clerk will contact the police about this concern.

(d) It was noted that an additional waste bin on the playing field is still awaited.  The Chairman will chase this up with Preston City Council.
(e) It was noted that the 4th bench on the canal towpath has yet to be installed.  This will be chased up with the Canal and River Trust.

(f) Potholes were identified as an issue on a number of the roads in the Parish.  Residents were encouraged to report these on “Love Clean Streets” as this is the only process that achieves results.  The more independent reports the better the results.
5 REQUEST FOR A DONATION FROM ST ANNES CHURCH WOODPLUMPTON
In considering the request from the Parish Church the Parish Council confirmed that the Church congregation is increasing considerably reflecting that the church is providing infrastructure to support development in the Parish.  Accordingly the Parish Council is able to use CIL money to fund repairs to the Church building.

Despite the increases in congregation the church finances remain precarious with income from parishioners only just meeting annual outgoings.  This leaves little funding for the ongoing maintenance of the church buildings.  It is therefore possible that the church will require further funding in the future to repair the church building.

The Parish council was supportive of helping the Parish Church with the cost of repairs to the windows.  Three options were identified to provide this support as follows.  These options were voted upon, with the outcomes being as follows:

	Option
	Description
	Votes

	1
	Defer any decision to allow the Parish Church to apply for grants and to further develop the project.  The Church could then return to the Council once the funding requirement was further refined
	1
John Green

	2
	Provide funding now equivalent to half of the upper estimated costs. With a commitment to provide additional funding if grants were not forthcoming and return of any surplus funds.
	6
Paul Entwistle

Maureen Entwistle

Martin Stewart

Pauline Bamber

Matthew Greaves

Barry Probin

	3
	Commit to fund the project in full now.
	2
Matthew Greaves

Barry Probin


Councillors Greaves and Probin transferred their votes to option 2 as their preferred option, number 3 was not supported by other councillors.
26/27 002 Members resolved to provide £36,000 in support the Woodplumpton Parish Church, with a commitment to fund up to the remainder of the project costs should sufficient grants not be forthcoming.
The Clerk will prepare an agreement setting out the terms under which this support is being provided.
6 2025/26 FINANCIAL STATEMENTS 1 March 2026 to 31 March 2026.
26/27 003 The Chairman verified the financial accounts and bank statements and signed copies.
The End of March Balances were:

Current Account    £33,190.89
CCLA Account      £400,000.00
These represent the end of financial year balances for the Parish Council

7 QUARTER 4 FINANCIAL REVIEW
26/27 004 The Council noted the Quarter 4 Outturn for 2025/26 representing the End of Year Position.
The end of year Financial Balances are:

CIL balance

£354,219.08

End of year Reserve
£78,971.81

The agreed budget for 2026/27 is £76,228.

The End of Year Reserve represents 104% of the budget.
8 APPROVAL OF THE ANNUAL GOVERNANCE AND ACCOUNTABILITY RETURN AGAR
26/27 005 The Council Approved the draft AGAR and the Chairman and Financial Officer signed the document.
9 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS since 01 April 2026
26/27 006 Members noted and approved the following accounts already paid after the March meeting in accordance with Standing Order 15 (b) xii  
	DETAILS
	PAYEE
	AMOUNT
	REF

	April payments Prior to Meeting
	
	

	Catforth in Bloom 2026
	Catforth in Bloom
	£350.00
	Ref 1

	Community Garden Edging
	Hayes Landscaping
	£8,584.00
	Ref 2

	Plants for Planters
	Bannister Hall
	£145.80
	Ref 3

	Hedge removal for SPID Catforth
	Hayes Landscaping
	£784.00
	Ref 4

	Files for 2025/26 audit
	Viking Direct
	£20.28
	Ref 5


10 ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT AND RECEIPTS

26/27 007 Members approved the following accounts for payment 
	Pension contributions clerk April 2026
	£69.86
	DD
	Ref 6

	Clerk Salary April 2026
	£849.25
	BACs
	Ref 7

	HMRC PAYE April 2026
	£628.80
	BACs
	Ref 8

	Employer National Insurance April 2026
	£165.14
	BACs
	Ref 9

	Parish Rooms Rental April 2026
	£50.00
	BACs
	Ref 10

	Clerk Expenses
	£231.90
	BACs
	Ref 11

	5 SPIDs on William Young Way
	£18,021.00
	BACs
	Ref 12

	CHAPs payment fee
	£25.00
	DD
	Ref 13


11 PLANNING APPLICATIONS BEFORE COUNCIL 
26/27 008 Members considered and approved the attached delegated comments for March 2026. 

It was noted that the rear extension to a property on Woodplumpton Road may have an effect on neighboring properties.  This is not an issue that the Parish Council can address, but should be followed up by the owners of neighboring properties approaching the Planning Department directly and seeking a site visit.
12 CLERK’S SALARY
26/27 009 The Council noted that with the annual increment the Clerks salary increases to £18,215 per annum from 1st April 2026.
13 CATFORTH IN BLOOM

26/27 010 Councilors noted that a payment of £350.00 has been made to Catforth in Bloom.  This is a regular payment that is included in the budget.
14 CIL PROJECTS

The Parish Council has 4 long term larger projects in the pipeline but with no certainty about when they can be delivered and no agreement from PCC that money can be held beyond the 5 year timeline, as follows:

1. Linear Park (no progress reported from PCC for around a year) – Councillor Thompson has been in touch with Chris Hayward, who is fully aware of the request and will respond once the PCC position is clear.
The Clerk is concerned that there will be little progress on the Linear Park until after the local government reorganization, which will provide clarity about which group is responsible for the park.  WPC should therefore not rely on the Linear Park as a place to invest any of our current CIL money.
2. The Orchard Play Area – Actively being Worked on.

3. Hayfield Park Play Area – A response has been received from PCC legal, but simply seeking further information
4. Refurbishment of the Canal towpaths – Actively being worked on.

Currently only The Orchard Play Area and the Canal Towpaths are making any progress indicating that they may be delivered in the next couple of years.

Work is ongoing with the Canal and Rivers trust to identify the length of Canal Towpath that it would be sensible to improve.  This will allow more detailed costings to be prepared, so that it can be considered when we would be able to afford the delivery of this project.  Costs though are looking to be high, with a local comparison being the upgrade of a 4 mile strech in North Lancashire from Stainton to Holme Village costing £1.1M.
A CIL payment of £295,285 has been received.  A transfer of £275,000 to the CCLA account will be arranged.

CIL spending for 2025/6 to date is £74,481 compared to income the year of £77,900, therefore efforts are needed to identify and progress projects.

26/27 011 Councilors noted that we now have £120,000 of CIL money that is 3 years old. (received in April 2023)
26/27 012 Councilors noted the Age of CIL money assessment vs the planned future projects.  This indicates that we now have money available to start considering provisioning funding for either the Linear Park or the resurfacing of the Canal Towpaths.

Progress of Smaller Projects

SPIDS on the East West Link Road
Installation of the SPIDs will take place on 30 April 2026.
SPIDs on Catforth Road

Locations have been agreed for SPIDs along Catforth Road.  The area of hedge that required replacing to make a site for the SPID post has been completed and LCC Highways have been asked to schedule the installation of the posts.  The quoted price for the installation of the posts is £2,200 plus VAT.
Bus Stops in Catforth and Elsewhere
The Bus stops installation on Catforth Road near the Green Lane Junction by LCC Infrastructure Team has been chased.

Grit Bin suggestion from a resident
26/27 013 Councilors noted that a grit bin has been ordered at a cost of £115.14 including VAT.
.
Speeding on the back lanes in Catforth

26/27 014 Councilors approved the request to install speed monitoring tubes at a number of locations on the back lanes in Catforth to determine whether there is an issue with speeding vehicles.
Daffodil Bulbs to create a spring display across the Parish
The council was supportive of the idea both to plant daffodil bulbs and flowering cherry trees to provide some spring colour in the Parish.

The Clerk will write a piece for the next newsletter to see how much interest there is in joining the planting effort.

The Clerk will contact LCC highways to see what permissions may be needed for the planting.

Eaves Project

Councillors to Note that LCC Highways have completed the work on the Junction between Eaves Lane and Brierley Lane so the planter may be put into place.
15 UPDATE ON ISSUES FOR INFORMATION
None noted

16 DATE OF NEXT MEETING
Members are requested to note that the next meeting is scheduled to take place on Monday 18th May 2026 at 6:30 in the Parish Rooms.  This is the annual Parish Meeting.
END

WOODPLUMPTON PARISH COUNCIL
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THE PARISH ROOMS, REAR OF ST ANNE’S CHURCH WOODPLUMPTON ROAD, PRESTON





ON MONDAY 27th April 2026 at 7.00pm
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Confirmed as a true Record ……………………………….    Chairman

